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AMPTHILL  RURAL  DISTRICT  CQ 


■ ^ 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members 
OF  THE 

AMPTHILL  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Me.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  you  with  my  Eighth  Annual  Eeport. 

During  the  last  year  I do  not  think  the  population  has  varied  to  any  appreciable  extent,  and  I 
shall  therefore  retain  the  same  figures  for  statistical  purposes  as  were  disclosed  by  the  1901  census. 
Fhtwick  and  Aspley  Guise  have  most  probably  increased  in  population,  but  all  the  other  parishes  in  my 
opinion  have  either  decreased  or  remained  stationary  in  the  matter  of  inhabitants.  These  factors  about 
eqnahze  one  another. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  District  will  be  divided  into  sub-districts,  viz.,  Ampthill,  Ceanfield, 
Shillington  and  Wobuen. 

I shall  first  of  all  deal  with  the  total  number  of  Deaths,  and  the  respective  Death  Bates  of  the 
sub-districts,  after  which  I shall  proceed  with  the  Births  and  Birth  Bates. 

Death  Bates.  The  total  number  of  Deaths  in  the  entire  District  in  1905  amounted  to  239, 
after  allowances  were  made  for  those  which  occurred  in  the  Workhouse  at  Ampthill  (16),  and  the  Three 
Counties  Asylum  at  Arlesey  (6).  With  these  exceptions  I have  no  knowledge  of  deaths  having  occurred 
in  institutions  either  within  or  without  the  District. 

As  the  population  is  19,146  it  gives  a general  Death  Bate  of  12 -4,  which  compares  favourably 
with  the  previous  year,  when  it  was  14-4.  Death  Bate  alone  is  not  a certain  criterion  of  the  health  of 
the  District.  Zymotic,  Infantile  and  Phthisical  mortality  are  of  far  greater  importance,  also  the  ages 
at  which  the  deaths  occur  are  an  important  factor. 


Population. 

No.  of  Deaths 

1904.  1905. 

Death  Rate. 

1904.  1905. 

Zymotic 
Death  Rate. 
1904.  1905. 

Phthisical 
Death  Rate. 
1904.  1905. 

Infantile 
Mortality  Rate 
1904.  1905. 

Ampthill 

5,329 

81 

75 

15-2 

14-0 

■56  -93 

•93 

l^l 

3-1 

1-6 

Ceanfield  

2,727 

39 

30 

14-3 

11-0 

•36  -0 

1-4 

•36 

4^0 

1-1 

Shillington  

3,473 

53 

53 

15-2 

15-2 

•28  -28 

•86 

•57 

2-0 

2-3 

WoBUBN 

7,617 

104 

81 

13-6 

10-6 

•26  -13 

1-3 

•78 

1-8 

1-8 

The  Zymotic  Death  Bate  of  the  entire  District  is  ’36 

The  Phthisical  ,,  ,,  is  '78 

The  Infantile  Mortality  ,,  is  1.7 


As  the  number  of  Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  was  34,  and  the  Births  449,  this  shows  that  out 
of  every  1,000  Births  75  dies  ; this  is  the  lowest  recorded  since  the  amalgamation  of  the  Ampthill  and 
Woburn  Districts,  and  compares  most  favourably  with  last  year,  when  the  number  per  1,000  was  100'2. 
Fourteen  deaths,  or  nearly  one  half,  occurred  in  children  prematurely  born. 
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The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  Deaths  in  each  sub-district  from  the  seven  chief  Zymotic 
diseases  : 


Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Zymotic 

Diarrhoea 

Ampthill  .... 

1 

4 

Cranfield  .... 

Shillington  . . 

Woburn  .... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

There  have  been  in  the  whole  District  : 


34  deaths  under  12  months. 

11  ,,  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years. 

7 „ „ 5 „ 15  „ 

4 „ „ 15  „ 25  „ 

56  „ „ 25  „ 65  „ 

127  ,,  in  persons  over  65  years. 


The  deaths  from  Cancer  amounted  to  21,  which  is  three  less  than  last  year.  They  are  thus 
distributed  in  the  sub-districts,  viz.  : Ampthill,  6 ; Cranfield,  2 ; Shillington,  10  ; Woburn,  3.  As  soil 
is  supposed  by  some  to  be  a predisposing  factor  in  the  causation  of  this  disease,  I will  again  give  the 
soils  and  suh-soils  of  the  various  parishes  in  which  the  cases  occurred.  I also  append  the  number  of 
cases  in  the  affected  parishes. 

(a)  Clophill — 1 case.  Soil,  principally  sand ; subsoil,  gravel. 

{b)  Gravenhurst — 1 case.  Soil,  clay  ; subsoil,  varied. 

(c)  Houghton  Conquest.  2 cases.  Soil  and  subsoil,  clay. 

{d)  Husborne  Crawley — 1 case.  Soil,  sand  ; subsoil,  gravel. 

(e)  Marston  Moretaine — 2 cases.  Soil  and  subsoil,  clay. 

If)  Maulden — -1  case.  Soil,  part  sand  part  clay  ; subsoil,  clay. 

{g)  Pulloxhill — 1 case.  Soil,  strong  clay  ; subsoil,  clay. 

{h)  Shillington — 2 cases.  Soil,  strong  clay  ; subsoil,  clay. 

{i)  Loiuer  Sto7idon  {a  hsbmlet  in  the  parish  of  Shillington) — 2 cases.  Soil,  rich  loam; 
subsoil,  clay. 

(j)  SihoeS  cases.  Soil,  part  clay  and  part  sand;  subsoil,  strong  clay  and  loamy  sand. 

(k)  Steppingley — 2 cases.  Soil,  chiefly  sand ; subsoil,  sand. 

{1)  Tingrith—l  case.  Soil,  marl,  clay  and  sand ; subsoil,  gravel. 

(m)  Woburn — case.  Soil,  lower  greensand  ; subsoil,  gravel. 


Tiie  following  were  the  organs  affected  : 


Bowel  ...  1 

Breast  ...  2 

Ear  ...  1 

Glands  of  Neck  3 

Liver  ...  3 


Eectum 

Stomach 

Tongue 

Uterus 


2 

6 

1 

1 
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In  one  case  the  organ  affected  was  not  named  on  the  death  certificate,  but  only  the  region  in 
which  the  growth  occurred. 

Influenza  has  again  made  its  appearance,  but  the  disease  has  chiefly  been  of  a very  mild 
character,  only  two  deaths  having  occurred,  and  both  elderly  people. 

Phthisis  I am  glad  to  say  shows  a marked  decrease  on  last  year’s  return.  Fifteen  deaths  are 
recorded,  whereas  22  occurred  during  1904.  As  I have  mentioned  in  previous  Eeports,  all  houses  in 
which  death  occurs  from  this  disease  are  disinfected,  and  printed  instructions  containing  the  measures 
that  ought  to  be  adopted  in  order  to  prevent  infection  are  distributed  whenever  I become  aware  of  any 
case. 

The  deaths  from  disease  of  the  Eespiratory  Organs,  exclusive  of  Phthisis,  amount  to  32,  which 
is  considerably  less  than  the  previous  year,  when  43  were  recorded.  This  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to 
the  mild  weather  prevalent  during  the  Spring  and  early  Winter. 

Births  and  Birth  Eates. — The  total  number  of  Births  in  the  entire  District  was  449,  which 
compares  favourably  with  the  two  previous  years,  when  425  and  438  were  recorded  respectively.  This 
gives  a rate  of  23 ’4 

The  Births  and  Birth  Eate  of  each  sub-district  are  : — 


Number  of  Births. 

1904.  1905. 

Birth  Rates. 

1904.  1905. 

Aaipthill  

135 

133 

25-3 

24-9 

Ceanpield 

63 

65 

23-1 

23-8 

Shihlington 

84 

81 

24-1 

23-3 

WOBtJRN 

i 

1 

156 

170 

20-4 

22-3 

The  sub-district  of  Woburn  still  has  the  lowest  rate,  but  is  much  higher  than  it  has  been  for 
some  few  years. 

Out  of  the  total  number  of  Births  24  were  illegitimate,  which  shows  that  out  of  every  1,000 
births,  53 ‘2  were  born  out  of  wedlock. 

I now  come  to  the  Zymotic  diseases,  and  am  sorry  to  report  a considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  notifications.  During  the  year  188  cases  were  recorded,  which  compares  most  unfavourably 
with  77  of  1904.  This  marked  increase  is  to  be  attributed  entirely  to  Scarlet  Fever  having  broken  out 
in  several  of  the  parishes. 

Diphtheria. — Only  two  eases  have  occurred,  and  both  these  were  notified  from  Houghton 
Conquest. 
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Erysipelas. — Thirty-one  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  As  mentioned  in  previous  Eeports, 
I consider  the  notification  of  this  disease  in  rural  districts  to  be  absolutely  useless. 

Enteric  Fever. — Three  cases  were  notified,  two  occurring  in  the  parish  of  Clophill  and  the 
remaining  one  at  Aspley  Guise.  The  case  at  Aspley  Guise  was  an  imported  one,  but  in  the  other  two 
the  water  supply  was  polluted,  and  very  probably  was  a factor  in  the  causation  of  the  disease. 


Measles. — Outbreaks  of  this  disease  have  occurred  in  the  parishes  of  Marston  Moretaine 
(hamlets  of  Upper  and  Lower  Shelton),  Houghion  Conquest,  Eidgmont,  Shillington,  Lower  Stondon  (a 
hamlet  in  the  parish  of  Shillington),  and  Toddington,  and  in  each  case  it  was  found  necessary  to  close 
the  Schools.  Only  one  death  occurred,  although  there  m.ust  have  been  quite  a couple  of  hundred  cases. 

Mumps. — -Epidemics  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  parishes  of  Maulden  and  Pulloxhill, 
necessitating  in  each  case  the  closure  of  the  Schools. 


Scarlet  Fever. — It  is  in  regard  to  this  disease  that  we  have  had  such  a vast  increase  in  the 
number  of  Infectious  Notifiable  Disease.  During  the  year  151  cases  were  brought  to  my  notice.  Cases 
have  occurred  in  the  following  parishes,  viz.,  Westoning  (26),  Aspley  Guise  (25),  Houghton  Conquest  (20), 
Marston  Moretaine  (20),  and  a lesser  number  at  Aspley  Heath,  Clophill,  Cranfield,  Flitwick,  Greenfield, 
Haynes,  Lidlington,  Eidgmont,  Salford,  Silsoe  and  Toddington.  Amongst  this  large  number  not  a single 
death  was  recorded,  a circumstance  which  speaks  eloquently  as  to  the  mild  type  this  disease  has  now 
assumed.  This  receives  additional  confirmation  from  the  years  1900  to  1904,  when  137  cases  were 
brought  to  my  notice  wuthout  a fatal  result. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Only  one  case  has  occurred,  and  that  in  the  parish  of  Harlington.  This 
case  terminated  fatally. 

Whooping  Cough. — No  epidemic  of  any  magnitude  has  occurred,  and  it  has  not  been  found 
necessary  to  close  any  Schools  on  account  of  this  disease. 

Zymotic  Diarrhoea. — Four  deaths  from  this  disease  have  occurred,  and  all  in  the  Ampthill 
sub-dietrict. 

Small-pox. — Again  luck  has  been  with  us,  no  case  having  occun’ed. 


The  following  cases  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  have  been  received 


C Diphtheria 2 I 

Ampthill  } Erysipelas 20  >•  80 

( Scarlet  Fever...  58  ) 


Cranfield 


Erysipelas 5 

Scarlet  Fever..  35 


40 


( Erysipelas 

1 

Shillington  Enteric  Fever.. 

2 y 16 

Woburn  \ 

( Scarlet  Fever... 

9) 

{ 

(Enteric  Fever..  1 

^ Erysipelas 2 f 

Puerperal  Fever  1 ( 
Scarlet  Fever...  49' 


53 
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I now  mass  the  cases  of  the  entire  District  together,  and  give  the  seasons  of  the  year  in  which 
they  occurred  : — 


1st  Three  Months. 

2nd  Thrso  Months. 

3rd  Three  Months. 

4th  Three  Months. 

Erysipelas  10 

Puerperal  Fevfer  1 

Scarlet  Fever  1 3 

Diphtheria  2 

Enteric  Fever  2 

Erysipelas  6 

Scarlet  Fever  13 

Enteric  Fever  1 

Erysipelas  6 

Scarlet  Fever  48 

Erysipelas  9 

Scarlet  Fever  77 

24 

23 

55 

86 

As  mentioned  in  previous  Eeports,  disinfectants  and  printed  instructions  are  supplied  gratuitously 
in  all  cases  of  infectious  notifiable  disease,  and  at  the  end  of  the  illness  the  rooms  which  the  patients 
occupied  are  thoroughly  disinfected,  free  of  charge.  In  addition  to  the  above,  houses  where  deaths  from 
Phthisis  have  occurred  are  disinfected,  and  printed  instructions  concerning  how  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  this  disease  are  forwarded  when  I become  aware  of  a case.  All  schools  are  disinfected  should  they 
be  considered  a factor  in  the  spread  of  infectious  disease,  either  notifiable  or  not  notifiable. 

The  Eainfall  is  again  included  on  account  of  its  influence  in  regard  to  water  supply,  flushing  of 
di'ains  and  its  bearing  on  the  causation  of  various  diseases,  especially  Zymotic  Diarrhoea. 


Jan. 

in. 

Feb. 

in. 

Mar. 

in. 

Apl. 

in. 

May 

in. 

June  July  ! Aug.  Sept, 

in.  [ in.  ^ in.  in. 

1 

Oct. 

in. 

Nov. 

in. 

Dec.  1 

in.  ! 

•6935 

•903 

2-382 

1-594 

1-792 

1 

3-578  j 1-271  2-711  1-558 

1-288 

2-016 

•597 

Total  for  the  year  ..  50 '3835  inches. 

This  amount  is  very  similar  to  last  year,  and  is  over  3 inches  less  than  the  average.  The  above 
was  taken  at  Shillington  by  myself  with  a Sin.  gauge.  Height  above  sea  level,  182  feet. 

'Watbb  Supply. — Few  cases  of  shortage  have  been  brought  to  my  notice.  The  chief  of  these 
comes  from  Lidlington,  where  a supply  to  a portion  of  the  village  is  derived  from  a spring  issuing  from 
the  hills  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  village.  Additional  storage  at  the  outcrop  will  I think  remedy 
this  matter.  No  steps  have  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  houses  situated  in  Mill  Lane,  Houghton 
Conquest,  which  I mentioned  in  my  last  Eeport  as  being  badly  in  need  of  water. 
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AMPTHILL  URBAN  WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  autumn  a Local  Government  Board  Inspector  was  sent  down  to  hold  an  inquiry  into 
the  proposed  Water  Supply  for  the  town  of  Ampthill.  As  this  Authority  intended  taking  their  water 
from  Clophill  (one  of  the  villages  of  the  Rural  District),  it  of  course  became  my  duty  to  see  what  effect 
it  was  likely  to  have  on  the  wells  in  the  vicinity.  I will  now  give  a few  details  in  regard  to  the  boring, 
as  these  have  an  important  bearing  whether  the  surrounding  wells  are  likely  to  be  affected.  At  a 
distance  of  27  feet  from  the  surface,  a layer  of  water-bearing  sand  18  feet  in  thickness  was  encountered  ; 
at  52ft.  6in.  another  layer  of  water-bearing  sand  10ft.  Gin.  in  thickness  was  met  with  ; lower  down  two 
other  layers  of  water-bearing  sand  were  passed  through,  until  at  a depth  of  105ft.  a layer  of  hard  sandy 
rock  Sin.  barred  the  way.  Having  passed  through  this,  a layer  of  greensand  14ft.  4in.  was  tapped,  and 
it  is  from  this  that  the  above  Council  intend  getting  their  supply.  From  enquiry  I find  that  most  of 
the  wells  supplying  private  houses  in  Clophill  derive  their  supply  from  the  water-bearing  stratum  27ft. 
from  the  surface,  and  I did  not  come  across  any  which  penetrated  beyond  the  next  layer,  which  is 
26ft.  Gin.  further  down.  The  greensand  is  separated  from  these  water-bearing  strata  by  the  Sin.  of 
hard  sandy  rock,  and  4ft.  of  hard  blue  clay  63ft.  from  the  surface.  One  or  both  of  these  layers  are  I 
believe  impermeable  to  water,  as  a continuous  pumping  for  one  week  of  more  than  double  the  quantity 
required  per  diem  did  not  affect  any  of  the  wells  in  the  village.  I am  of  opinion  that  there  is  not  the 
slightest  likelihood  of  the  wells  in  the  vicinity  of  the  boring  being  affected  by  the  proposed  Waterworks. 


SEWAGE  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

In  regard  to  the  proposed  scheme  of  Sewage  Disposal  and  Water  Supply  for  Aspley  Heath  and 
portions  of  the  parishes  of  Aspley  Guise  and  Wavendon,  a Local  Government  Board  Inspector  was  sent 
down  to  hold  an  inquiry.  Sufficient  evidence  was  produced  to  show  that  the  present  system  of  sewage 
disposal  was  very  defective,  and  that  the  water  supply  in  several  instances  was  polluted.  After  con- 
sideration, the  Local  Government  Board  refused  to  sanction  the  scheme  unless  the  whole  of  the  parishes 
involved  were  included.  The  matter  was  again  referred  to  the  Councils  in  which  the  parishes  are 
situated,  but  up  to  the  present  no  decision  has  been  arrived  at.  Personally  I think  it  would  he  better 
to  fall  in  with  their  suggestion  rather  than  let  the  affair  drop  altogether. 


The  following  places  in  my  opinion  would  be  improved  by  a system  of  Scavenging,  viz.,  Aspley 
Guise,  Aspley  Heath,  Cranfield  and  Woburn. 

With  the  exception  of  Pulloxhill,  no  new  sewer  has  been  laid  during  the  year,  but  extensions 
have  been  made  at  Haynes  and  Toddington. 

NUISANCES. 


A very  large  number -have  been  remedied  during  the  year,  as  a glance  at  the  Inspector’s  Report 
will  make  evident. 


PIOUSE  TO  HOUSE  INSPECTIONS. 


These  Inspections  have  been  continued  this  year.  The  parishes  of  Houghton  Conquest  and 
Shillington  have  been  re-inspected,  disclosing  a large  number  of  sanitary  defects. 


Administration  of  the  Factories  Workshops  Act,  1901,  for  the  year  1905. 

REPORT. 

As  in  rny  last  two  Reports,  I have  drawn  your  attention  to  our  duties  under  the  Act,  and  I do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  again  do  so. 
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FACTOEIBS. 

The  Powage  Printing  Works  is  the  only  factory  we  have  of  any  importance. 

Sanitaby  Conveniences. — These  are  still  satisfactory  and  sufficient  in  number. 

Last  year  I mentioned  that  no  provision  had  been  made  in  the  case  of  fire.  I am  glad  to  say 
this  defect  has  now  been  remedied. 

In  addition  to  this  we  have  twelve  others  employing  for  the  most  part  two  or  three  hands,  and 
situated  in  the  parishes  of  Aspley  Guise,  Clophill,  Bversholt,  Plitton,  Flitwick,  Hulcote,  Eidgmont, 
Shillington,  Toddington  and  Woburn.  About  one-half  are  flour  mills.  Most  of  them  are  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

DOMESTIC  FACTOEIBS. 

One  only,  and  that  at  Pulloxhill.  Printing  is  the  industry,  and  only  two  persons  are  employed. 
Only  one  sanitary  defect  was  discovered. 


WOEKSHOPS. 

A Eegister  has  been  kept.  The  main  workshops  in  the  District  are  bakehouses,  slaughter-houses, 
dairies,  and  houses  where  hat-sewing  and  dressmaking  are  carried  on. 

I will  commence  with  retail  bakehouses.  We  have  one  or  more  of  these  in  the  following  parishes, 
Gz.,  Aspley  Guise,  Clophill,  Cranfield,  Bversholt,  Flitwick,  Gravenhurst,  Harlington,  Haynes,  Houghton 
Conquest,  Husborne  Crawley,  Lidlington,  Marston  Moretaine,  Maulden,  Pulloxhill,  Eidgmont,  Shillington, 
Silsoe,  Toddington,  Westoning  and  Woburn.  In  all  there  are  40,  which  is  a decrease  of  3 on  last 
year's  return.  The  condition  of  these  places  is  gradually  improving,  but  some  not  originally  built  for 
the  purpose  are  not  structurally  everything  one  could  desire,  especially  in  regard  to  the  floors. 


Bye-laws  for  Slaughter-houses  have  been  adopted  in  the  parishes  of  Cranfield,  Flitwick,  Marston 
Moretaine,  Maulden,  Pulloxhill,  Shillington  and  Toddington.  In  my  opinion  Aspley  Guise  and 
Wohurn  ought  to  be  added  to  the  list. 


Hat- Sewing. 

Fewer  people  are  employed  in  this  District  each  successive  year,  a state  of  things  I attribute  in 
great  measure  to  machines  having  supplanted  manual  labour.  Some  who  have  been  carrying  on  this 
work  for  a long  time  gave  up  during  the  year.  A few  machines  have  been  introduced  into  the  District. 
Workshops  where  this  industry  is  carried  on  are  situated  in  the  parishes  of  Gravenhurst,  Maulden, 
Marston,  Toddington  and  Wohurn.  The  evercrowding  mentioned  in  my  last  Eeport  has  been  to  a great 
extent  remedied.  There  is  not  much  fault  to  be  found  from  a sanitary  point  of  view. 

Deessmaking. 

This  industry  is  carried  on  in  the  following  parishes,  viz.,  Clophill,  Bversholt,  Flitton,  Flitwick, 
Gravenhurst,  Marston  Moretaine,  Salford,  Shillington  and  Toddington.  The  premises  on  the  whole  are 
kept  clean^  and  there  is  not  much  overcrowding. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

The  only  class  of  dairy  which  is  classified  as  a workshop  is  where  butter  and  cheese-making  are 
carried  on,  all  other  dairies,  with  the  addition  of  cowsheds  and  milkshops,  are  workplaces.  Ninety- 
four  premises  have  been  inspected,  and  defects  reported  in  37.  The  previous  year  107  premises  were 
inspected  and  defects  discovered  in  41,  the  per  centage  of  defects  for  the  two  years  being  very  similar. 
A gradual  improvement  is  taking  place  in  regard  to  the  cowsheds. 

OUT-WOEKBES. 

These  tire  almost  entirely  confined  to  hat-sewing.  They  reside  in  the  parishes  of  Clophill, 
Flitwick,  Gravenhurst,  Harlington,  Maulden,  Shillington,  Toddington  and  Westoning.  The  houses  are 
on  the  whole  kept  clean. 

WOEKPLACES. 

These  are  not  periodically  inspected  with  the  exception  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  but 
should  any  nuisance  be  brought  to  our  notice  it  is  attended  to  at  once. 

HOUSING  OP  THE  WOEKING  CLASS  ACT. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 


The  following  permissive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Eegulations  are  in  force  in  this  District : — 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Building  Bye-laws  in  respect  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Eegulations  under  the  Dairies  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1885. 

Bye-laws  in  regard  to  Slaughterhouses  for  the  following  parishes,  viz., 

Cranfield,  Flitwick,  Marston  Moretaine,  Maulden,  Pulloxhill, 

Shillington  and  Toddington. 

VACCINATION. 

I now  come  to  a subject  which  I consider  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  health  of  the 
community.  I had  hopes  that  the  scope  of  the  present  Act  would  have  been  extended,  but  find  that  it 
is  to  continue  in  its  present  form  until  December  31st,  1906. 

The  total  number  of  Vaccinations  in  the  entire  District  was  351,  which  compares  favourably 
with  1904,  when  321  were  recorded. 


I will  now  give  the  Births  and  Vaccinations  for  each  sub-district  : — 

Births.  Vaccinations. 

Ampthill  ... 

133 

113 

Cranfield  ... 

65 

53 

Shillington 

81 

58 

Woburn  ... 

1 

170 

130 

This  gives  a percentage  of  78’8  on  the  total 
’ the  previous  year. 

number  of 

Births,  which  is  a great  improvement  on 

As  the  present  Act  will  have  expired  before  my  next  Eeport  appears,  and  most  probably  a new 
Act  will  come  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government,  I again  repeat  what  I think  is  necessary  to 
be  included  in  any  fresh  legislative  measure. 

1.  Compulsory  re-vaccination  at  or  about  the  age  of  12.  This  precaution  has  almost  entirely 
stamped  out  Small-pox  in  Germany,  and  it  is  extremely  rare  for  attendants  at  Small-pox  hospitals  (who 
are  compelled  to  be  re-vaccinated)  to  contract  the  disease. 

2.  All  medical  men  shquld  be  made  public  vaccinators.  This  would  bring  every  vaccinator 
under  government  control,  and  thus  a standard  of  efficiency  could  be  applied  to  all.  In  addition  it 
would  remove  a strong  prejudice  which  the  poor  have  against  having  their  children  attended  by  a 
strange  doctor,  and  thus  would  lead  to  a larger  number  of  vaccinations. 

3.  The  guaranteeing  or  standardisation  of  calf  lymph  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
its  supply  on  demand  to  every  medical  practitioner. 

4.  The  standardising  or  defining  by  the  Local  Government  Board  of  so-called  efficient 
vaccination. 

5.  The  compulsory  vaccination  or  re-vaccination  of  all  persons  in  a dwelling  house  wherein 
Small-pox  has  broken  out. 

6.  Legislative  powers  to  enable  Sanitary  Authorities  to  expend  public  funds  in  promoting  re- 
vaccination by  recompensing  the  wage  earner  of  a family  should  he  be  laid  up  after  this  operation.  It 
is  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  an  adult  to  be  laid  up  for  two  or  three  days,  and  it  is  very  often  the  fear 
of  this  which  prevents  him  being  operated  on.  No  doubt  the  payment  of  his  wages  during  that  period 
would  remove  his  objection. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

SiiALL-pox  Hospital.  We  have  not  had  occasion  to  use  the  building,  as  no  cases  of  this 
disease  have  occurred  in  the  District. 


HOSPITAL  POE  GENBEAL  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

This  Hospital  was  opened  by  their  Graces  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Bedford  on  December  8th, 
before  a representative  gathering  of  the  district.  After  they  had  been  shown  round  the  various  buildings, 
his  Grace  expressed  considerable  pleasure  at  what  he  saw,  and  dwelt  on  the  great  advantage  such  an 
institution  must  be  to  any  district  in  the  checking  of  infectious  disease.  Mr.  George  Brown,  Chairman 
of  the  AmpthiU  Eural  District  Council,  gave  a detailed  account  of  the  various  steps  which  had  led  up 
to  the  building  of  the  Hospital,  and  Mr.  George  Claridge  said  a few  words  on  behalf  of  the  AmpthiU 
Urban  CouncU.  We  cannot  be  too  grateful  to  his  Grace,  a.s  in  addition  to  his  kindness  in  coming 
forward  and  opening  the  building,  he  gave  us  the  choice  of  three  sites  on  which  to  place  it,  as  well  as 
a donation  of  £500.  His  offer  of  a site  has  considerably  facilitated  matters,  as  the  difficulty  of  acquiring 
one  has  been  a great  stumbhng  block  with  several  Councils.  The  Hospital  was  opened  for  the  reception 
of  patients  on  December  11th,  and  from  notifications  received  before  the  end  of  the  year,  11  patients 
were  admitted,  aU  being  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  The  Hospital  contains  20  beds,  and  consists  of  3 
pavihons  for  Diphtheria,  Enteric  and  Scarlet  Fevers,  in  addition  to  an  Administrative  Block. 


Th'e  cost  of  the  building  and  its  fittings  does  not  I am  glad  to  say  exceed  £10,000.  I will  here 


give  you  the  main  items  of  expenditure  : — - 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Building 

7872 

5 

8 

Furniture 

590 

3 

3 

’■  Water  Supply  ... 

321 

1 

0 

Ambulance 

110 

0 

0 

' Drugs  ... 

31 

11 

11 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  is  the  expense  of  making  roads  and  fencing,  also  several  minor 
matters. 

Our  Staff  at  present  consists  of  a Matron  (who  has  had  several  years’  experience  as  matron  of 
a similar  institution),  an  Assistant  Nurse  (trained),  a Cook,  Porter,  Wardmaid  and  Laundrymaid. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  a considerable  amount  of  sanitary  progress  has  been  made  during  the 
year.  1 

Acreage  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  68,195. 

Censu^  population,  19,146.  Density  of  population,  1 person  to  3 '5  acres. 

I I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I Your  obedient  Servant, 

; KILHAM  EOBBETS,  M.O.H. 


Feh.  6th,  1906. 
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Ampthill  Rural  District  Council. 

o 

Aimtial  Repo7'i  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Ymr  ipoy 

• o- 

The  following  is  a summary  of  nuisances,  sanitary  defects,  and  other  matters  dealt  with  during 
the  past  twelve  months.  The  total  number  (704)  is  far  in  excess  of  the  last  two  years,' notwithstanding 
the  extra  work  involved  in  the  equipment  of  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There  is  a marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  “rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases” — from  39  to  112.  “New  houses  receiving 
water  certificates  ” have  increased  from  -47  to  56,  and  the  remaining  increase  is  accounted  for  by  the 
house  to  house  inspections.  The  disinfections  after  death  from  Cancer  have  been  discontinued  this 
year  ; 13  premises  were  disinfected  last  year.  This  summary  does  not  include  any  work  in  connection 
with  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  or  Factories  and  Workshops,  and  the  704  cases  relate  to  801  premises 
approximately. 


1.  Nuisances  caused  by  Defective  and  Insufficient  Closets 102 

2.  ,,  ,,  ,,  Ashpits  53 

3.  ,,  ,,  ,,  Drains  119 

4.  ,,  ,,  ,,  Urinals  2 

5.  ,,  Damp  Premises  and  Spouting  required  to  Eaves  11 

6.  ,,  Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter  60 

7.  ,,  Defective  Pigsties  9 

8.  ,,  Overcrowding  9 

9.  ,,  Defective  Yard  Pavings  2 

10.  Dwelhngs  Cleansed  and  Limewashed  12 

11.  ,,  with  Insufficient  Light  or  Ventilation ■ 19 

12.  ,,  in  a Dilapidated  State  33 

13.  ,,  with  Defective  and  Insufficient  Water  Supply  12 

14.  Wells  Eepaired  and  Cleansed...... 11 

15.  New  Houses  received  Water  Certificates  56 

16.  Samples  of  Water  Tested  58 

17.  Eooms  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Diseases 112 

18.  ,,  ,,  Consumption  13 

19.  Schools  Disinfected 11 


Total 704 

for  1904  613 


Number  of  Notices  served  under  various  Sections  9 

,,  Complaints  received 58 

,,  Proceedings  taken 1 


PAEOCHIAL  WOEK. 

Sewerage.  No  entirely  new  Sewers  have  been  laid  during  the  past  year,  except  at  Pulloxhill, 
but  extensions  have  been  made  at  Toddington  and  Haynes,  and  improvements  to  existing  Sewers  have 
been  effected  in  the  parishes  of 

Clophill.  Haynes.  Pulloxhill.  Shillington.  Toddington.  Eversholt. 
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The  Sewage  Tanks  have  been  emptied  and  the  Ditches  and  Sewers  cleansed  and  flushed  from 
time  to  time  as  requh'ed 

Wateb  Supply.  The  village  Wells  are  now  all  under  the  care  of  the  Parish  Councils,  with  the 
exception  of  Maulden.  Generally  speaking  there  has  not  been  much  complaint  of  the  water  supply 
throughout  the  District. 

• 

Scavenging.  This  useful  work  has  been  continued  in  the  parish  of  Toddington  with  results  as 
set  out  below.  I cannot  help  thinking  that  if  carts,  &c.,  were  purchased  and  the  work  carried  on 
similar  lines  in  other  parishes  in  the  District,  the  villages  would  not  only  be  more  sanitary,  but  consider- 
able trouble  and  expense  would  be  saved.  I would  particularly  mention  the  parish  of  Cranfield  as 
having  been  brought  to  my  notice  lately. 


The  following  summary  shows  how  the  work  in  Toddington  has  grown  since  it  was  inaugurated 
in  September,  1901.  The  vaults  are  opened  oftener,  but  are  giving  place  to  galvanized  pails.  Ashp^ 
are  also  taking  the  place  of  brick  pits. 

Number  Emptied. 


1905. 

1904. 

1903. 

1902 

Closet  Vaults  

427 

482 

440 

380 

Closet  Pails  

8468 

7359 

4880 

3420 

Ashpits  

....  106 

186 

91 

95 

Ashbins  (about) 

1128 

304 

153 

— 

Total 

..  10129 

8331 

5564 

3895 

Total  cost,  including  establishment  expenses 


£ s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

1905 

99  12 

1903 

104  14 

8 

1904 

103  19 

10 

1902 

,....'  83  15 

3 

Average  cost  per  week  : — 

£ s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

1905 

1 18 

H 

1903 

2 0 

H 

1904 

2 0 

0 

1902 

1 12 

2i 

The  men  work  about  three  nights  or  days  per 

week  throughout  the  year. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

A considerable  amount  of  my  time  has  been  taken  up  during  the  last  four  months  of  the  year, 
with  the  furnishing,  staffing  and  equipping  of  the  New  Hospital.  The  officers  commenced  residence  on. 
Deieember-i-Hh  ; the  first  patient  was  admitted  the  next  day.  At  the  time  of  writing  this,  16  cases  of 
Scarlet  Never  are  being  treated  in  two  of  the  blocks,  but  up  to  December  31st,  1905,  only  9 cases  were! 
removed  to  the  Hospital.  <' 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  INSPECTIONS. 

The  parishes  of  Shillington  and  Houghton  Conquest  have  been  inspected  in  the  usual  detailed 
way,  and  Shillington  has  been  re-inspected.  In  the  parish  of  Shillington  377  premises  were  visited, 
and  360  structural  defects  or  nuisances  were  found  at  292  houses.  The  general  cleanliness  was  fair  ; 
water  supply  on  the  whole  good.  The  general  sanitation  (structurally)  was  fair,  and  decidedly  better 
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than  it  was  at  the  last  Inspection  in  1897.  The  closet  and  ashpit  accommodation  was  not  good.  The 
structural  condition  of  the  houses  was  on  the  whole  fair.  Twelve  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported. 

In  the  parish  of  Houghton  Conquest  117  premises  were  visited,  and  52  defects,  &c.,  were  found 
at  50  premises.  The  general  cleanliness  was  good  ; water  supply  very  fair.  The  general  sanitation 
was  fairly  good.  The  closet  accommodation  was  good,  and  the  structural  condition  of  the  houses  very 
good,  w'ith  the  exception  of  a few  in  Mill  Lane.  The  parish  was  inspected  last  in  1898. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  defects  found  in  each  parish  : — 


1. 

Defective  and  Insufficient  Closets  

Shillington. 

73 

Houghton 

Conquest. 

10 

2. 

,,  ,,  Ashpits  

40 

6 

3. 

,,  ,,  Drains  

79 

16 

4. 

,,  ,,  Urinals  

3 

— 

5. 

Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter 

41 

3 

6. 

Overcrowding 

12 

2 

7. 

Defective  Yard  Pavings  

5 

— 

8. 

Dirty  Premises  

15 

2 

9. 

Dwellings  in  a Dilapidated  State  and  Spouting 
required  to  eaves  

51 

9 

10. 

Dwelhngs  with  Insufficient  Light  and  Ventilation... 

28 

4 

11. 

WeUs  to  be  Eepaired  and  Cleansed 

5 

— 

12. 

Insanitary  Pigsties 

8 

— 

Totals 

360 

52 

FACTOEIES  AND  WOEKSHOPS. 

The  half-yearly  inspection  of  these  premises  has  been  continued  as  before.  There  are  now  222 
premises  on  the  Eegister,  and  302  inspections  of  them  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a hst  of  Workshops  in  the  District,  totalling  208,  the  remaining  14  being 
Factories  : — 


40 

Butchers 

6 Carpenters 

1 

Laundry 

48 

Bakers 

18  Dressmakers 

3 

Painters 

6 

Builders 

2 Gravel  Pits 

1 

Eope  and  Waterproof  Maker 

17 

Blacksmiths 

1 Fuller's  Earth  Works 

7 

Tailors 

10 

Bootmakers 

29  Hat  Sewers 

14 

Wheelwrights 

1 

Brick  and  TileMaker 

4 Horse  Slaughterers 

Byelaws  for  Slaughterhouses  have  been  adopted  in  the  parishes  of 


Cranfield.  Fhtwick.  Marston.  Maulden.  Pulloxhill.  Shillington.  Toddington, 

Twenty  hsts  of  Out-workers  have  been  received  and  entered  in  the  books. 

summarised  reports  have  been  prepared  and  presented  to  the  Council  on  the  condition  of  the 
various  premises  visited  at  each  inspection. 
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DAIEIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

These  premises  have  been  inspected  as  in  previous  years,  and  a General  Eeport  submitted  to  the 
Council  on  the  condition  of  the  whole.  Ninety-four  premises  have  been  inspected,  and  defects  reported 
in  37.  Ten  Dairies  and  23  Cowsheds  are  reported  as  having  drains,  floors,  &c.,  defective,  and  14  Dairies 
and  32  Cowsheds  required  cleansing. 

The  approximate  number  of  cows  milked  is  1,225. 


SUMMAEY  OP  INSPECTIONS. 

• Defects.  Premises. 


Nuisances,  &c 704  801 

Factories  and  Workshops  82  222 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 37  94 

Totals 823  1117 

Totals  for  1904 725  747 


NEW  BUILDINGS,  &c. 

Plans  have  been  received  during  the  year  for  57  new  houses,  workshops,  &c.,  and  22  additions  to 
houses,  new  drainage,  &c.,  making  a total  of  79  against  86  for  1904. 


The  Building  Byelaws  came  into  force  in  May,  1902,  and  since  that  time  178  houses  have  been 
erected  in  the  District,  distributed  among  the  parishes  as  follows  : — ■ 


Aspley  Guise  19 

Aspley  Heath 4 

Battlesden  

Clophill  7 

Cranfield 3 

Eversholt  — 

Flitton 

Flitwick  61 

Gravenhurst  5 

Harlington  9 


Amplhill, 


Haynes  

1 

Pulloxhill  



Higham  Gobion  

Eidgmont  



Holcut 

— 

Salford  

1 

Houghton  Conquest  .. 

1 

Shillington  

4 

Husborne  Crawley 

Silsoe  

Lidlington  

2 

Steppingley  

Marston  Moretaine 

. 12 

Tingrith 

— 

Maulden  

Toddington  

25 

Millbrook 

1 

Westoning 

Milton  Bryan 

. 3 

Woburn 

20 

Potsgrove  

LEONAED 

FOSTEE, 

22nd  January,  1906. 


Insyector. 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1905, 

FOR  THE 


Rural  District  of  Ampthill, 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connec 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUHDRIES,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 


1.— INSPECTION. 


IXCLUDING  I?!SPECTIONS  MjVDE  B\’  SaNITARY  IlSTSPECTOUS  OR  INSPECTORS  OF  NUISANCES. 

Number  of 


Premises. 


Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Workplaces 

Homeworkers’  Premises 
Total 


Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

P 

psecutions. 

14 

283 

5 

JVo  record  kept. 

45 

Nil. 

1 

302 

45 

2. -DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

Found . j 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M^ 

1 

Inspec^'r. 

Nuisances  under  the  Puhlic  Health  Acts : — 

Want  of  cleanhness 

25 

25 

I 

Want  of  vetilation 

4 

4 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

5 

5 

^Nil.  ■ 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Nil. 

1 

i 

Other  nuisances 

26 

26 

1 . ; 

( insufficient 

Sanitary  accoi^odation  j ..^g^itable  or  defective  ... 
(bee.  22  not  adopted.)  ) 

not  separate  for  sexes  . . . 

Nil. 

7 

Nil. 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  undergroimd  bakehouses  (s.  101) 

Nil. 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake- 
houses (ss.  97  to  lOOj 

15 

15 

Failure  as  regards  hsts  of  outworkers  (s.  107) 

Nil. 

k 

Giving  out  work  to  be  done  iu  \ unwholesome  (s.  108) 
premises  which  are  ( infected  (s.  110) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  iu  premises 
infected  by  scarlet  fever  or  smallpox  (s.  109) 

Nil. 

Other  offences 

Nil. 

Total 

82 

1 76  j " t; 

3.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 


Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133) 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  / Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 
Inspectors  as  remediable  under  the  1 

Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  i Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to 
Factory  Act  (s.  5)  \ H.M.  Inspectors. 

Other 


.Nil. 

I 


Undergimind  Bakehouses  (s.  101):  — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Homework 

Zists  of  Out  Ivor  Jeers  (s.  107) : — 
Lists  received 


Number  of 


Lists. 

Outworkers 

20 

152 

Addresses  of  outworkers 


forwarded  to  other  Authorities 
received  from  other  Authorities 


Nil. 

Yes. 


HomeworJc  in  umcJiolesome  or  infected  premises : — 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome  premises  (s.  108) 
Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkers’  premises 
Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises  (s.  110) 


Wearing 

Apparel. 

Other. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

No  formal 

orders. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Important  classes  of  workshops,  ( 

such  as  workshop  bakehouses,  I Workshop  bakehouses 
may  be  enmnerated  here  ( 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 


161 

47 

208 


KIDHAM  ROBERTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  6th,  1906. 
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